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Sermon Title: God Is Like A Refiner’s Fire

Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4; Romans 5:3-4

' will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the
Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom
you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.

2But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For
he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will
have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and
Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.

3Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.

Discussion Questions: Read Genesis 17

Opening Questions:
e |cebreaker: What talent would you most like to grow and develop?
e Looking back, were you able to apply any of the things we talked about last
time to your life this week? What did you do? How did it go?

Scripture Reflection Questions -- Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:
e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage and sermon?
e What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?
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Sermon Reflection Questions — Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:
e Inwhat ways has Jesus been "like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap" in your
spiritual journey?
e How has God used suffering as a tool for perseverance, character, and hope in
your life?

Closing Question and Application:
e Given what we've discussed together today, how might God want you apply
these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week?
e  Who might you share this with?



