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Sermon Title: Hallelujah Anyway 
 
 
Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture… How did you live 
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week?  What did you do and how 
did it go? 
 
This week’s scripture:  
 
Philippians 4:1-13 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 

2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I 
ask you, my true companion, help these women since they have contended at my side in the 
cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the 
book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—
put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were 
concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, 
for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this 
through him who gives me strength. 
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Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following (note: we use the same scripture reflection questions each week so that we can 
practice using the same tools over time as we examine different scriptures): 
 

• What do you feel when you read this scripture (excited, angry, worried, etc….)?  Why 
do you think that is?  (Explain in your group and then take that response to Jesus in 
prayer this week.) 

• As you read this scripture, where does it challenge your current cultural context? 
 

Sermon Reflection Questions:  Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

• How does Paul's view of contentment differ from our secular culture’s view? 
• Looking at the 8 words Paul lists in verse 8, what are some things you can think about 

that fit these characteristics? 
• How does what you think about affect how you feel?  How can you dwell more on the 

things this passage talks about? 

Closing Question and Application:  Given what we’ve discussed together today, how 
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this 
next week? Who might you share this with? 
 
Closing group prayer:  Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests 
and then praying together for each other.  Take the challenging parts of your conversation to 
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, 
and for encouragement in the week ahead. 
 


