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Sermon Title: Troubled Redemption 
 

 

Scripture:  
 
Luke 1: 5-6, 12-15, 18-19, 24-25  
 
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 
the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of 
them were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees 
blamelessly.  

12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear.13 But the angel said 
to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and 
many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is 
never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even 
before he is born.  

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is 
well along in years.” 

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent 
to speak to you and to tell you this good news.  

 24 After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in 
seclusion.25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor 
and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 
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Discussion Questions:  
Read this week’s scripture(s) & answer the below questions with your friends, family, or All 
In small group. 
 
Opening Questions:   

• Looking back, were you able to apply any of the things we talked about last time to 
your life this week? What did you do? How did it go?  

 
Scripture Reflection Questions: 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this 
passage and sermon? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 
 

Sermon Reflection Questions - Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 
• If Zachariah and Elizabeth were blameless, and observed all of God’s commands 

and decrees? What are some of these commands and decrees? (Exodus 20, Leviticus 
23:26-29) 

• When Gabriel said their son Jon will go on with the spirit of Elijah? What do you think 
this signifies? (Malachi 4:5-6) 

• Why do you believe Elizabeth hid herself for 5 months? 
 

Closing Question and Application:   
• Given what we’ve discussed together today, how might God want you to apply these 

learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week?  
• Who might you share this with? 

 
Closing Group Prayer:   

• Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and then 
praying together for each other. Thank God for the time together, the conversation 
shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in the week ahead.  

 


