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Sermon Title: Greater Joy 
 
 
Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture… How did you live 
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week?  What did you do and how 
did it go? 
 
This week’s scriptures:  
 
Hebrews 12:1-2 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” 
 
Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following (note: we use the same scripture reflection questions each week so that we can 
practice using the same tools over time as we examine different scriptures): 
 

• What do you feel when you read this scripture (excited, angry, worried, etc….)?  Why 
do you think that is?  (Explain in your group and then take that response to Jesus in 
prayer this week.) 

• As you read this scripture, where does it challenge your current cultural context? 
 

Sermon Reflection Questions:  Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

• If sacrificial living is the door we walk through to get greater joy, what practical tips does 
this passage give to help us do that? 

• What does it mean to "run with perseverance"?  To cast off sin and hinderances? 
• What does it mean to "fix our eyes on Jesus"?  What helps you do that?  Does it help you 

"run the race" marked out for us? How or how not? 

Closing Question and Application:  Given what we’ve discussed together today, how 
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this 
next week? Who might you share this with? 
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Closing group prayer:  Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests 
and then praying together for each other.  Take the challenging parts of your conversation to 
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, 
and for encouragement in the week ahead. 
 


